
Speaker Intro 

 

Our keynote speaker is the embodiment of resilience in every sense of the word. Brenda 

Weinberger is the co-owner of Bread and Butter Productions. 

 

Born into a middle-class family in Richmond Hill, Ontario, Brenda was a serious piano student 

throughout her childhood until she was 17, when she was struck and seriously injured by a 

pickup truck while she was crossing the street. 

 

During the months she spent recuperating from her injuries Brenda took the time to think about 

what her life might look like now that her musical aspirations had been taken away from her.  

 

Although she was a decent student to this point, Brenda had previously focused primarily on her 

music. Nevertheless, she was determined that she wouldn’t let her injuries keep her from 

graduating high school with the rest of her class. She set her mind to keeping up with her 

studies as best she could and even managed to make the Honour Roll in her final year of high 

school. 

 

Brenda chose to study at York University and graduated with an honours degree in Business 

Administration. Upon graduation in 1994, she found work in Ottawa’s then-burgeoning hi-tech 

sector. As the industry expanded quickly, so did her prospects. Taking on increasingly senior 

roles, she was earning more at the age of 25 than her 55-year-old father, who was a middle 

manager with the Government of Ontario. 

 

Then something we now refer to as the Dot-com Bust took place, the company where Brenda’s 

career had blossomed was taken over by a multinational, and she was out of a job for the first 

time since she graduated. 

 

Realizing that she had been following the money but not her passions, Brenda switched gears 

and returned to her first love. Her dream of making a living as a musician had ended with her 

car accident 10 years earlier, but she still loved music and the arts and she wanted to do 

something in the creative realm.  

 

In 2001, Brenda returned to school to earn a community college diploma in broadcasting. While 

studying, she put her business degree to work and began fleshing out a plan to open her own 

video production company. Leveraging her high-tech network, she began making videos for 

corporate clients. As her reputation grew, so did her business..  

 

But in 2011, after surviving the financial crisis of 2008, another setback occurred when Brenda’s 

husband was diagnosed with leukemia and hospitalized. With a young daughter at home, she 

had to significantly scale back her own work hours, essentially putting further growth on hold. 

During her husband’s hospitalization, Brenda managed to fulfill signed agreements for work and 

only took on new projects if they fit within her family’s new reality. 

 



Thankfully, her husband recovered, but Brenda had learned a valuable lesson, which was that 

she could not continue to rely solely on herself to keep her enterprise afloat. She asked a 

freelance videographer she had studied with and frequently hired to come in as a business 

partner. 

 

With Brenda and Ed Butterworth as co-owners, Bread and Butter Productions has grown from a 

boutique business to one of Canada’s most respected production houses. Her talk this evening 

is on resilience and the pivot. Please welcome Ms. Brenda Weinberger! 

 

 


