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Thank you, René [René Grenier, Deputy Commissioner of CCG]. 

Good morning everybody, and thank you for being here. 

I am deeply honoured to be given this opportunity to pay tribute to our fallen 

Canadian Coast Guard employees. 

I grew up in a coastal community in Prince Edward Island, in a family that for 

many generations depended on fishing for its livelihood. So I know how dangerous and 

unpredictable life on the waters can be. 

Even before I became the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans, I had a deep 

appreciation for the important work that all Coast Guard employees do.  

If there were any doubt that protecting Canada’s waterways and those who use 

them is a dangerous job, then we need only look into the eyes of those Canadians who 

have lost a loved one in the line of duty. Every name on the plaque in this lobby 

represents a child who has lost a parent, a mother who has lost a child, a man or woman 

who has lost a partner. 

Working for the Coast Guard is a difficult, dangerous — and tough — job. In fact, 

it is more than just a job. It is a way of life. If you ask the people who are drawn to this 

life of service why they do it, they will often tell you it is because they want to make a 

difference. 

None of these 35 Canadians knew when they got up for work that day what the 

future would hold for them. But they all knew and accepted the risks that their work 

involved. And they died doing what they set out to do — making a difference. 
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As I speak, there are individuals on the water, on the ground and in the air who are 

performing dangerous and important work on behalf of Canadians and all those who use 

our waters. 

While we are remembering those who have given their lives in the line of duty, 

we should also take the time to thank all Coast Guard employees who continue to serve 

with dedication and distinction.  

Perhaps the greatest tribute that could be paid to these fallen employees is to 

continue the important work of the Canadian Coast Guard — and in our words and deeds, 

honour their memory. 

I am deeply touched that you have taken time out of your busy day to attend this 

service, and to pay tribute to these brave men and women. They are true Canadian heroes. 

I know you join me in gratitude for their service and their sacrifice. 

Thank you. 
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